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www.povertystopshere.org 

Poverty Stops Here, Inc.

info@povertystopshere.org

Thank you for hosting a Poverty Stops Here (PSH) Event! Please find below some suggestions on how to make your PSH event go smoothly. Feel free to provide us with any feedback on how to make this process easier for you and others who will host PSH events in the future. 

1 – About an hour or two into your event, ask for everyone’s attention and play the DVD.

2 – Spend some time (5 to 10 minutes… or however long you and your guests feel you need) explaining how PSH got started and what we are trying to accomplish – See accompanying information on separate sheets.
3 – Explain that PSH understands the enormity of poverty and is not trying to change the world tomorrow. PSH is simply trying to spread the word about the urgency of the situation and to help people one village at a time.

4 – Ask people to get involved by either hosting an event of their own, buying a PSH t-shirt, or donating to PSH. These are not mutually exclusive. They can do all of the above.
Sample PSH Event Agenda

· 6:30PM – 7:30PM




Meet, Greet, and Mingle

· 7:30PM – 7:45PM




Show PSH DVD

· 7:45PM – 8:00PM




Talk about poverty
· 8:00PM – 8:15PM




Call to action.

We need you to know that the effects of your generosity will be felt in parts of our world marred by hunger, disease, and intense suffering. Your generosity will bring at least a glimmer of hope to the very impoverished. Hope that will let people living in extreme poverty know that they have not been forgotten; Hope that will let them know that they are in our thoughts and our prayers; And most of all, hope that will let them know that someday soon they will rise above their circumstances. Know that in your own way you have helped changed the world you live in. Feel good about that.

Extreme poverty is not bigger than us. Nothing is.
The Poverty Stops Here Team
PS – The belief that we cannot end the extreme poverty suffered by millions in our world is not only erroneous but it is devoid of hope, and more importantly, it is devoid of exactly the kind of hope we need to do just that.
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The Mission
The mission of Poverty Stops Here is to combat extreme poverty in our world. We do this by partnering with villages to understand their greatest needs and working with them to create and implement sustainable projects that will ultimately make them economically self sufficient.

The Why – Our Reason
The average life expectancy in sub-Saharan Africa is 50 years.

Almost half of all global deaths of children under five occur in sub-Saharan Africa, where 1 of every 6 children dies before the age of five.  

Approximately 450 million people in the region do not have access to proper sanitation facilities. As of 2006, in Burkina Faso - 6%, Chad - 4%, Eritrea - 3%, Ethiopia - 8%, Togo - 3%, Liberia - 7%, Sierra Leone - 5%, and Somalia - 7% of the population have access to improved sanitation facilities.  

Less than half the population in Niger (42%), Nigeria (47%), Mozambique (42%), Somalia (29%), Ethiopia (42%), Democratic Republic of Congo (46%), Chad (48%) have access to improved water sources.  

In 2004 - In Eritrea, 75% of the population was below the minimum dietary energy consumption.

In 2006, foreign direct investment and official development assistance in the region totaled around $55bn. Debt owed to foreign governments was over $173bn. 

In Madagascar, Niger, and Zambia, approximately 6 out of 10 people live on less than a dollar a day; in Nigeria the number is 7 out of 10.  

In Ethiopia, The Gambia, Ghana, and Zimbabwe, about 80% of people live on less than two dollars a day. In Nigeria approximately 90% fit into this category.  
The question is no longer whether extreme poverty exists in our world, it simply is – what will we, ordinary people, do to help the vast majority of people in our world that are suffering daily?
The What – Our Projects
Our projects will change from one year to the next. They will also depend on the villages we form partnerships with.
2009 Proposed Projects 
Gbawukuchi Village – Central Nigeria
Mosquito Bed Nets (Malaria Eradication): $1,000
Hand Pump Borehole: $7,000
Grain Processing Machine: $1,500
Cassava Grinder: $1,500

Balogun Village – Southwestern Nigeria

Cassava Grinder: $1,500 

2009 Project Budget:  $12,500
We are 100% transparent with our finances. Every dollar donated goes directly to projects in the villages we partner with. Please go to our website to learn a little more about the projects, villages, and people.
The How 
At the Villages
1 – Visit villages living in extreme poverty.
2 – Learn what their biggest needs are.
3 – Implement sustainable projects with the help of the local villagers.
4 – Find a PSH liaison that will help maintain the projects and will be accountable for every project implemented.

In America
Host Fundraisers.
Poverty Awareness Events at colleges, high schools, homes, and churches.
Sell PSH T-Shirts to raise funds and awareness. We are working to create the world’s largest online album for a cause.

The Who – PSH People
PSH was started by a group of friends in Madison, Wisconsin and others across the United States. Brief bios of each PSH officer are posted on the website. Officers of PSH are diverse in age (ranging from 25 years to 70) and nationality (American, Nigerian, Ghanaian, Indian, etc).

How Can I Help?
Purchase a PSH T-Shirt – PSH is working to create the largest online album for a cause. Please purchase a PSH T-shirt and email a picture in your PSH t-shirt to pshtees@povertystopshere.org
Host a PSH Event – You can host your own PSH event by filling out a PSH event form on our website. We will send you the material you need to host your event.
Give to PSH – Your donations to PSH will be tax deductible. 100% of ALL funds received will go directly towards implementing projects in the villages we partner with.
PSH T-Shirt Pledge – You can pledge to sell X amount of PSH t-shirts to your friends and relatives. Have them take pictures and email them to us.

Frequently Asked Questions

How much of every dollar raised goes towards projects in the villages?
PSH commits to using 100% of donations raised to implement projects in the villages we partner with. Every administrative cost of running the organization will be contributed by board members and officers.
How does PSH pick the villages?
1 – The most important factor in picking a village is that the locals live in extreme poverty, i.e. limited/no access to the following - safe water, sanitation sources, daily nutrition, education, etc.
2 – The next factor is the ability for PSH to identify a trust worthy PSH liaison that will help manage the PSH projects in the villages we partner with.
3 – The ability for PSH to transform needs in the village into sustainable projects that PSH and the PSH liaison can manage and track. This is important because we do not have the resources to continually fund the villages. In addition to that, this method makes the villages become dependent on PSH. This goes against the PSH mission of creating projects the village can sustain.
4 – The ability for PSH to raise funds for specific projects in a village. 

How does PSH pick the projects?
We don’t. The projects are completely dependent on the need in the villages we partner with. The needs are identified by the locals. They pick the projects.

How do we know the funds raised are used for the specified projects?
PSH will publish pictures (and in some cases videos) of every project implemented. We will also post the cost of each project.
What if a group of friends and I want to fund a project?
You can simply mail Poverty Stops Here a check (1325 Glacier Hill Dr. Unit 4, Madison, WI) for the cost of a specific project. Specify the project you would like to sponsor on the check. Another way to sponsor a project is to donate online and specify the project name in the Comments section when you donate.
What about poverty in other countries, specifically America?
The focus of PSH is villages living in extreme poverty. Our resources are marginal and limited so we are not able to tackle poverty everywhere. We are however committed to fighting extreme poverty in parts of our world where people do not have basic resources like clean water, decent sanitary systems, and good nutrition.
